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Light,
music, action

14

Art, science and dance are
brought together in a unique
collaboration to celebrate the
end of Cambridge University s

800th year. Olivia Abbott
meets the people behind
the event

ts a very rare thing for Senate House to
open its doors to the public and even
rarer for it to host a performance of any
kind other than graduation ceremonies.
But next month the space will be
transformed into an art gallery, a dance
theatre and a scientific experiment all in one.
With themes of time and transition, the
performance of Light Matter will use dance,
art and music to explore the path from
experiment to discovery and the eternal
quest for knowledge . The event is a
collaboration between professional artists
and students, bringing together a range of
disciplines to celebrate the breadth and
depth of Cambridge University tradition.

We wanted it to be huge
We were wondering what to do to
celebrate the 800th anniversary, says lennifer
Hersch, co-founder and artistic director of
Cambridge Contemporary Dance. We
wanted to do something involving some
type of collaboration, and we wanted it to
be huge. Throughout the year there have
been choral performances, science events
and lecture series, but we wanted to bring
everything together and celebrate whats
great about Cambridge and the intellectual
tradition from an artistic point of view.
Christs College artist-in-residence Issam
Kourbaj was brought on board, and the
still-ongoing creation process began. Id been
working with light and objects for a few
years, says Issam, plus Im in the process of
finalising a set with a theatre company who
are doing a play about Newton, so | could
see the potential of using light as a form of
collaboration with dancers.When we met
there were many ideas on the table and
suddenly light brought everything together.
One of the main factors that had to be
considered and that has a huge influence on
the project is the venue  when Senate
House was chosen, it was up to the artists,
choreographers and composers to work out
how they would fill this historic space. There
is no stage as such and the pieces in



